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Two questions that everyone
faces in life are: What do you
want to be when you grow up?
And, How can you get there?
Well at the Bergen County Zoo
we try to help individuals who
want to work with exotic animals
by means of an internship
program here at the zoo.
Individuals who think they want
to be an animal keeper can
intern with zoo keepers.
Veterinarian students can intern
with our animal hospital staff
and for those who want to teach,
you can intern with our
education staff.
One example is Ms. Mackenzie
Klink, currently, a senior at the
Pascack Valley High School. Ms.
Klink has interned at our
education center since
September from Monday—Friday
(during the approved hours
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from her high school).
Interns, within the education
department, can be given
various activities and projects to
take on. Mackenzie’s first
project was to create an animal
welfare & health sheet for the
education animals. In order to
do this, she had to learn about
the animals themselves and
conducted research about the
individual health issues and
illnesses that these animals can
face.
After some time, Mackenzie was
given the opportunity to shadow
education programs, such as a
homeschool group, and playtime
at the zoo. She also assisted
with animal presentations as
and story time. With every new
activity, Mackenzie continues to
excel, she listens, takes
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direction and shows a level of
maturity not easily found.
Mackenzie now exercises the
education animals and even
does some fun animal art with
them.
When asked how her experience
has been so far, Mackenzie has
stated, “I am extremely grateful
for my internship opportunity at
the Bergen County Zoo and am
thankful to all the wonderful
staff who have taught me so
many new things. I look forward
to the rest of my months here as
an intern and new experiences I
will be exposed to!”
Interested in possible intern
opportunities, please contact
201-634-3110 or
cbaca@co.bergen.nj.us for more
information.
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The Friends of the Bergen County Zoo is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that is dedicated to providing financial
support to the Bergen County Zoological Park for the welfare of its animals, educational programs and family-friendly
facilities. It is the generous support of our sponsors, donors, members and zoo visitors that allow us to meet this
mission. The Friends offer a variety of memberships for individuals and families. Please visit
www.communitypass.net, choose “Friends of the Bergen County Zoo, NJ” (for Community or Organization) and
continue through to either Create an Account or Existing Users can Log in. Visit us at
www.friendsofbergencountyzoo.org or like us on Facebook! The Friends look forward to seeing you at the Zoo!
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S p o t l i g h t A n i m a l :
P a r a k e e t
The “budgie" as it is
affectionately known, is a
small, long-tailed parrot. The
bird is naturally green and
yellow, although breeders
have created a rainbow of
blues, whites, yellows and
grays. The male budgie has a
blue “cere” (skin area above
the beak) and the female’s is
brown. They measure 6—8
inches in length and have a
wing span of 10 –14 inches.
The budgie is a nomadic,

social creature that lives in
flocks of up to 20 birds.
These birds are found in
scrublands, forests and
grasslands areas and
originate from Australia.
Females lay anywhere from
4—6 eggs in a nest, which is
usually located in a hole in a
tree or fencepost. These
eggs are then incubated for
about 20 days. Once they
hatch, a baby budgie
parakeet will leave the nest
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within 4 –5 weeks.
In their natural habitat, a
budgie survives mainly on
grass seed, however in the
zoo they receive a mixture
of millet, seeds and fruits &
veggies.
In our interactive exhibit,
visitors can expect these
birds to fly freely around
them and even have the
opportunity to feed them.
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Budgie Parakeet on Exhibit
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Looking for a place to host your child’s birthday party? Well, the Bergen County Zoo offers a birthday party program for
children five (5) years and older. Birthday parties are held in a private classroom within the education’s discovery center
building. The party package consist of a two-hour program in which the first 40—45 minutes there is a fun educational
portion: three live animals come into the party room and an exciting and interactive educational activity is offered. Three
pizza pies come with the party program with the opportunity to purchase more, cupcakes and juices for the children and a
canvas tote bag for the children (complimentary train and carousel ticket found within the bags).
Parties are offered on Saturdays and Sundays (from January to December) and are limited to no more than 20 children.
The party cost is $300 for Bergen County residents and zoo members and $350 for non-residents. They are booked on a
first come-first served basis.
The birthday party brochure (with more details) as well as application is located on the Bergen County Zoo’s official
webpage but you can also request a copy by contacting the party coordinator at 201-634-3124.

T r a i n a n d C a r o u s e l
A t t r a c t i o n s
The train and the carousel are coming back to the Bergen County Zoo. Starting the week
of April 21, 2019 both attractions will be available to ride at a cost of $1.50 per ride. Both
attractions run weather permitting, however the train typically does not run on Mondays
(unless that Monday is a Holiday) and the carousel has a delayed opening of 1pm on
Tuesdays. You can always call the zoo for a ‘real time schedule at 201-634-3110.
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For a complete listing of our events, please visit the official webpage for the Bergen County Zoo.
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There are numerous ways to support the
Bergen County Zoo:


Consider becoming a zoo member



Sponsor an Animal



Enroll in our docent/volunteer program



Purchase Animal Art

Bergen County Zoological Park
216 Forest Avenue
Paramus, NJ 07652
201-634-3100

Information on all of these programs is
available at the Zoo, our website or by calling
201-634-3100 ext. 3110

www.co.bergen.nj.us/bcparks
Like us on
Follow us on

Reminders:
Bergen County Residents must provide proof of
residency to receive the discounted rate. Forms
The Bergen County Zoo is proud to be an
AZA Accredited Zoo.
The Association of Zoos & Aquariums
provides its members with the services,
high standards, best practices, and
program coordination to be leaders in
animal welfare, public engagement, and
the conservation of species.

of proof are: Driver’s License, Utility bill to the
residence, Bergen County issued ID Card.
Zoo Members must show their membership card
to enter the zoo for free.
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